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OUR MISSION
The mission of the Social Development Foundation is to generate 
awareness, identify resources, and secure support to advance the 
efforts of the Social Development Commission.

OUR VISION
The foundation’s vision is to enhance services and broaden awareness 
of SDC’s mission in the community: Empowering Milwaukee County 
residents with the resources to move beyond poverty. 
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Restricted Programs Grants: $143,660

Special Events: $106,446.00

Individual Giving: $18,286.00

Other: $21,294.00

Fundraising Expenses: $6,492.51

Administration Expenses: $29,173.03

Foundation Giving: $242,728.00

REVENUE: $289,686.00 EXPENSE: $278,393.54
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Dear Friends,

Thank you for making last year’s impact possible. 
According to the US Census Bureau, approximately 
28% of Milwaukee County residents are living in 
poverty. Consequently, the Social Development 
Foundation (SDF)’s efforts to support the Social 
Development Commission (SDC) in its mission 
to empower people with resources to move 
beyond poverty takes on even more meaning and 
importance. 

As we move into 2019, the SDF Board of Directors 
is even more committed to our mission: to generate 
awareness, identify resources, and secure support 
to advance the efforts of the Social Development 
Commission. 

With funds raised through individual donors, 
foundations, corporate sponsors and attendance at 
events like Strike Out Poverty, the Don Sykes Legacy 
Awards Dinner, and Plated: Eat, Drink & Fight Poverty, 
we are able to support effective programs across 
Milwaukee County – Absolute Advantage, ChefStart 
Culinary, VITA Free Tax Preparation, Weatherization, 
and more.

To this end, I am proud of the strides we have made 
over the past year and hope you will continue to 
support our cause as we work with SDC to move 
low-income residents out of poverty by Providing Pathways from Poverty to Success. 

Thank you for being part of our community of caring. 

Sincerely,

Albert L. Smith
President

PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE

ALBERT L. SMITH
President



Looking to have real impact on the community, United Way also opened their Johnson 
Control Volunteer Center giving taxpayers a safe and comfortable place to discuss private 
financial matters. The volunteer center was also the perfect venue for VITA’s Super 
Saturday. Volunteers entertained children as parents worked with tax preparers. Many 
attending this family-friendly event increased their household income by taking advantage 
of the Child Tax Credit. 

Because of this partnership, more than 5000 participants increased their income as the 
result of tax credits from VITA’s free tax preparation services. In 2018, we saved taxpayers 
over one million dollars. The average tax refund was about $1200.

Participants attended financial education workshops to manage their finances and avoid 
negative behavior.

At least 65 VITA volunteers have provided more than 1300 service hours to complete and 
e-file taxes.

Yes, partnerships matter. Because together, we’re better.  One agency can’t do this work 
alone.

But with United Way, we are making progress.

PARTNERSHIPS  MATTER



PARTNERSHIPS

“YOU MAKE A LIVING BY 
WHAT YOU GET. YOU MAKE 
A LIFE BY WHAT YOU GIVE.”

- WINSTON CHURCHILL

At Northwestern Mutual, community service is a priority. 
It’s what makes them a great partner. When Milwaukee 
County’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program 
needed volunteers, Northwestern Mutual answered the 
call by working with the Social Development Foundation 
to fill the void.
Northwestern Mutual volunteers helped VITA customers 

complete tax returns. But more than that, they donated the laptop computers VITA volunteers used 
to process returns.  By the volunteers adding evening hours to their tax preparation schedule an even 
greater impact was   achieved. The impact was huge as it improved efficiency, customer service and 
other parts of the program.
And that’s not the best part.  
What makes this partnership even more special is the relationships that develop over the years.  Many 
start volunteering as Northwestern Mutual employees and continue serving as VITA volunteers after 
retirement.  Some have served as VITA volunteers for more than 20 years.



During basketball season, energetic middle school boys gather in the gym at the Salvation 
Army.  What happens in this space is priceless and will impact these boys for the rest of 
their lives. Although society promotes a “winning is everything” mentality, boys here walk 
away with a different message.
“We can win or lose,” says middle-schooler Tacarie Bizzle. “But we just try to get better 
every game.”
The mindset is good for basketball.  And good for life.
Similar amateur athletic teams can cost families hundreds of dollars. The expense is a 
barrier that prevents many kids from accessing the sport.
This is where funding from The Social Development Foundation fills in the gap and makes 
recreational basketball available for young people. 
Coaches mentor kids. Lessons focus on teamwork, discipline and good sportsmanship.
“It teaches me responsibility. It teaches me to accept my losses and be humble when I win,” 
Bizzle says.” We come here to build our skills… and well, get somewhere in life.”

PROVIDING  HOPE



SUPPORTING MILWAUKEE COUNTY’S 
ELDERLY WITH FIRST CHOICE

HELPING  OTHERS

No doubt about it. Caring for an incapacitated loved one is hard. 
Caregivers can be stressed, socially isolated and often neglect their 
own health.  As we age, caregiving issues become more common. 
That’s why the Social Development Foundation supports the SDC 
Senior Companion program and events like Super Senior Friday, 
a popular resource fair for Milwaukee County seniors.  With 
representatives from various organizations at one location, Super 
Senior Friday helps seniors easily access medical, legal and financial 
resources they need to stay independent and healthy. 

Thanks to a healthy lunch provided by My Choice Family Care, Super 

Senior Friday also strengthens a sense of community for seniors. 
Milwaukee County residents share a meal as they unite around 
common aging-related concerns.

Last year, keynote speaker and former Wisconsin Governor Marty 

Schreiber shared experiences and lessons learned as he cares for 
wife Elaine who lives with Alzheimer’s disease.  As Schreiber states 
in the book he’s written on the topic, 40% of Alzheimer’s caregivers 
are men.  Many are new to a caregiving role like this and at Super 

Senior Friday, Milwaukee’s elderly residents don’t feel so alone.

Programs like this are important and now more than ever before. 

The elderly is one of Milwaukee County’s most vulnerable groups and the fastest growing population experiencing 
poverty.

With partners like My Choice Family Care, we’re helping seniors access resources and stay healthy and strong.

When a local technical school abruptly shut its doors, it was a major 
setback for Sherman Williams. Sherman was a single father with 
a young daughter. And there was more. Sherman also supported 
his own father who was disabled and unable to care for himself.

Sherman needed a job.  And fast. The bills kept coming as the 

pressure escalated. The situation left Sherman struggling and 
frustrated. Refusing to accept defeat, Sherman met with a career 
case manager and together they created a plan to get life back on 
track.

Sherman enrolled in a construction pre-apprenticeship program 
supported by The Social Development Foundation.  It was an 
investment that helped put a young father back to work.

For 9-weeks, Sherman developed skills for the construction 

industry. He earned safety certifications, developed leadership 
skills and got a driver’s license. By the end of the course, Sherman 
had everything he needed to launch a new career. 

As an entry-level general laborer, Sherman expected a minimum 
salary. However, because of training funded by The Social Development Foundation, Sherman was more 
advanced and able to start at $18 per hour.  He was delighted.  In addition, Sherman works for a major employer 
with construction projects around the country.

It’s the perfect combination. With construction training and now reallife work experience, Sherman has skills 

that make him marketable to any construction developer. 





In 2018, the Social Development Foundation hosted an 
inaugural gala that has quickly become its signature event. 
The Don Sykes Legacy Dinner recognizes men and women 
who work on poverty-related issues and make extraordinary 
contributions to the Milwaukee community. 

Last year was especially memorable as the Social 
Development Foundation posthumously recognized Don 
Sykes, the event’s namesake. Called a champion of the 
poor and disenfranchised, Don Sykes’ legacy will always be 
remembered. 

Sykes served as executive director of the Social Development 
Commission for more than 20 years.  During his tenure, he 
shaped SDC to be a catalyst for change - locally, statewide 
and nationally. He fought against urban renewal, police 
brutality and prejudice. He is remembered for hiring and 
advocating for low-income residents. He mentored future 
leaders. 

“I sought employment and obtained employment at SDC,” 
recalls Wisconsin’s Congresswoman Gwen Moore. “The fact 
that he allowed me to soak up his knowledge and sit at his 
feet is something that I carry with me today.”

Like Congresswoman Moore, many young people Sykes mentored went on to launch great careers in 
public service. Perhaps that’s why the list of guests attending the Don Sykes Legacy Dinner included 
some of the area’s most influential leaders including Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett and those who 
mattered most – Don Sykes wife Gerri, sons and extended family. 

In the years to come, an award that bears Don Sykes’ name will be presented to those who show similar 
commitment, passion and ability to help people experiencing poverty.

THE DON SYKES LEGACY DINNER
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THANK YOU!
When we decided to tackle poverty in our 
community, we knew that we would need help 
along the way. Thanks to our donors, funders, 
and partners, the Social Development Foundation 
is able to support innovative, research-based 
projects with measurable outcomes. While there 
is much work to do, our combined investments 
are positively impacting our community.

Behind every success story, there’s a donor that 
makes it possible.

Join others in giving, contact our Foundation 
Manager at 414.906.2823


